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DBS project may be
offered US satellites

BY RAYMOND SNODDY

COMSAT, THE US satellite
organisation, is exploring the
possibility of offering  iwo
** subsiantially complete ” satels
Lites to serve Britain's diect
brosdeasting by satellite projaet,

Senior executives  fiom
Comsat, the US representalive
of Inteiset the internaticnal
satellite telecommunicatinns
monopoly, have already visited
Britain for talks with potential
DBS operalors.

Comsat is believed to hive
had talks with Granada Tele-
vision, Mr James Lee’s National
Brosdeasting Service. Mr
Michael Green, chairman of
Carlion Communicslions #nd
Mr John Jackson's compiny
DBL,

There have also been talks
between Comsat and  he
Independent Broadcast ng
Authority to sce whether he
Comsat satellites could meet
IBA specifications.

Comsat, through itz subsidary
Satellite Television Corporatisn,
planned to launch DBS in he
US and placed contracts with
RCA for two satellites ech
providing three channelg of tele-
vision. Plans for a joint venture
with €BS, the US television net-
work, came to nothing and
Comsut cancelled its DRS plans,

DBS is the provision of new
channels of television from high
power satellites to dish aerials
on individus! homes, The basic
price of the confract for the
two ratellites was $120m,

Ermesto Martin, Comiat
vice prehlsem for projects, said
1zgt night the high power saigl-
lites were slready assembied
and were at the sage of final
testing. Mr_ Martin said the
modifications heeded to make
the satellites suitable for UK
use would take 18 months—
approximutely balf the Ume
needed to build satellites frum
scratch.

The Comsat board has yet 10
decide whelther (o make a
formal offer to Britain's DBS
cuntractors. If it did, Mr Martin
gaid the price would be aggres-
sive and likely to be pitched
slightly below the full market
rate.

*The combination of cost,
quality and «urly delivery we
could offer could turn out to
be crucial on whether there is
UK DBS or net,” Mr Marun
gald.

Comsat is expected to take
a decision yooh on whether to
offer fts satellitey to the UK
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Comsat offers early date
vor DBS satellite launch

BY RAYHOND BNORDY
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